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Best Practices for the Natural Gas Industry

“By promoting the development and application of new technologies and best practices, IGU will help optimise the economics of the entire gas chain, while emphasising sound environmental performance, safety and reliability.”(IGU Mission)
Buenos Aires, 9th October 2009. In past triennia, IGU often developed topics related to best practices through the works and projects conducted by the technical committees, which were included in the proceedings and presentations of the gas conferences. This concept was further adopted by the 2006-2009 Triennial Work Programme, as expressed in its Objectives and Principles. 

 “During this triennium we have tried to highlight this issue even further by means of a special selection of best practices within the gas industry which have been compiled for easy access” explained Andres Kidd, Secretary of the Coordination Committee of IGU.
A brochure containing this compilation in a CD was included in the pack delivered to every delegate of the conference

For this project, the Argentine Presidency of IGU extended an invitation to the IGU membership of the Technical Committees (over 750 members in this triennium), and followed with an open invitation to the international community through the Call for Papers, launched in June 2008.
The project was placed under the responsibility of Mr Mel Ydreos, Vice Chair of the Task Force on Research and Development.

“The largest challenge was to ensure that  the submissions were aligned within the same criteria range”, Mr Ydreos explained. To achieve this he developed – in agreement with the Chairs of the rest of the IGU Technical Committees – the  following definition of best practice:

A Best Practice Idea or Proposal is an innovative approach, policy, technology or tool that has been developed and implemented by an organization that has yielded significant results.

The area scope was comprehensive, including safety, reliability, improvement in cost efficiency, revenue generation, regulatory and organizational efficiency.
The submissions were screened first by the IGU Technical Committees and on a second instance by a special panel established for this purpose, with experts from within and outside the gas industry. 

“We were impressed by the quality level of the papers, and narrowing down to the final selection was quite a challenge”, further informed Mr Ydreos.
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Some of these works were presented by the authors during the different sessions of the World Gas Conference, or posted at the Technical Cafes in the premises.

Finally, a prize was awarded to the two papers which were selected as the highest rated within the selection, which was delivered to the authors in the Closing Ceremony.
“It was a good initiative that IGU would do well in establishing as a regular tradition, to further motivate the development and exchange of best practices within the gas industry”, concluded Mr Ydreos.

For more information contact:
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