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24th World Gas Conference, Argentina
The most important global event in the gas industry is coming to Buenos Aires
Buenos Aires, (21 April).  From 5 – 9 October 2009 the 24th World Gas Conference (WGC 2009) will take place in La Rural, in the heart of the city of Buenos Aires.  It will bring together thousands of executives, professionals and specialists from the entire spectrum of the global gas industry.  
Since 1931, the International Gas Union (IGU) has been organising the World Gas Conference, which takes place every three years and which this year is coming to the American continent for the first time.  The IGU represents the most respected and prestigious industry opinion of the world, and boasts 102 members across 71 countries from all continents of the globe.  It co-operates with international organisations such as the United Nations, the International Energy Agency, and the International Energy Forum, amongst others.
Its members are associations and national organisations committed to sustainable industry development; they allocate experts to form the Technical Committees that, over the course of three years of study and debate, prepare the programme to be presented at the next World Gas Conference.
During the 2006-2009 Triennium, the IGU is presided over by the Argentine Ernesto López Anadón, who is also President of the WGC 2009 and the Argentine Oil & Gas Institute (IAPG).   
In this period a multi-disciplinary and multi-regional taskforce, comprising more than 750 experts, is unremittingly working towards promoting knowledge, exchanging information, and defining concrete reference tools for the key decision-makers of the sector.  
The result of their work will be presented at the WGC 2009, and is based on the following Strategic Guidelines which have been established by the 2006-2009 Triennial Work Programme:
1. The Global Energy Challenge: Reviewing the Strategies for Natural Gas towards 2030 

2. Contribution of the Natural Gas Industry, in terms of Security of Supply, Safety and Environment 

3. Regional Gas Market Integration, as a Key Driver for Sustainable Economic Growth 

“We have been working assiduously to develop a programme that is as ambitious as it is stimulating, and which encompasses the wide range of interests and challenges faced by the gas industry today.  It is well known that the World Gas Conference has become the most important global industry meeting, reflecting the cultural and social diversity, the economic importance, and the environmental impact of the gas industry.” affirms Eduardo Ojea Quintana, the Chairman of the National Organising Committee 

The Keynote Speakers that will expand upon these themes are:

· Antonio Brufau
Chairman and CEO, REPSOL YPF and Vice President, GAS NATURAL GROUP

· Maria das Graças Silva Foster
Director of Gas and Energy, PETROBRAS

· Faisal Al-Suwaidi
Chairman and CEO, QATARGAS OPERATING COMPANY

· Alexey B. Miller
Deputy Chairman of the Board of Directors, Chairman of the Management Committee, GAZPROM

· Bernhard Reutersberg
CEO, E.ON RUHRGAS

· Norio Ichino
Chairman, THE JAPAN GAS ASSOCIATION

· George Kirkland
Executive Vice President, Global Upstream and Gas, CHEVRON CORPORATION

· Jean-François Cirelli
Vice Chairman and President, GDF SUEZ

· Christophe de Margerie
Chairman and CEO, TOTAL

· Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Mohd Hassan Marican
President and CEO, PETRONAS

· Tony Hayward
Group Chief Executive, BP

· Thomas E. Skains
Chairman, President and CEO, AMERICAN GAS ASSOCIATION

· Azizollah Ramezani
Deputy Minister and Managing Director, NATIONAL IRANIAN GAS COMPANY

· Marcel P. Kramer
Chairman of the Executive Board and CEO, GASUNIE

The objective of the 24th World Gas Conference is to provide valuable support to the key players of the global energy and gas industries and to contribute to the continued development of investment in the sector, which can be achieved through high-level dialogue between both the leaders of Governments and companies, and with close co-operation from the most important international organisations of the sector.
Alongside the Conference, the WGC 2009 also boasts an Exhibition of 17,000 m², where more than 200 of the most important companies in the sector will be showcasing their latest advances in technology, products and services.  
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