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Press Release
More than 3500 people participated in the 24th World Gas Conference in Argentina

Buenos Aires, 9 October. The 24th World Gas Conference 2009 has taken place in Buenos Aires from the 5 – 9 October 2009 (WGC2009), and has brought together thousands of companies, executives, professionals, specialists and industry-related media from all over the world. 

Since 1931, the International Gas Union (IGU) has organised the triennial World Gas Conferences which, on this occasion, has been celebrated for the first time in Latin America. 
More than 3500 people from over 83 different countries have taken part in this event, whose objective has been to carry out a valuable contribution to the key participants of the power and gas industries of the world, to contribute to the development of investment and business through a high-quality dialogue between the leaders of governments and companies, in close cooperation with the key international organizations of the sector.  

During the 24th World Gas Conference the following sessions took place:
· 14 Keynote Addresses.
· 4 Luncheon Addresses.
· 9 Strategic Panels.
· 42 Technical Sessions.
· 120 Poster Sessions.
“This intense week has left a mark on our professional career as well as our personal lives.  The Conference has been a success, from the quantity of participants that came from all corners of the world to the experiences we have all shared, from the generation of new ideas to the discussion of considerable present and future challenges for the gas industry” maintained Ernesto López Anadón, President of the International Gas Union for the 2006 – 2009 Triennium.  
“Without doubt we have achieved our objective of making the voice of the gas industry heard throughout the world and, in this way, we have enabled a better understanding of the challenges that all areas of our industry face, and the influence that this has in our society”  Ernesto López Anadón concluded.
In conjunction with the Conference, an Exhibition of more than 16,000m2 brought together 270 exhibitors from the most important companies in the world, who have shown their latest advances in technology, products and services.

Keynote Speakers
The 24th World Gas Conference was delighted with the presence of the following leaders of the most recognised gas organisations in the world:

· Antonio Brufau, Chairman & CEO, REPSOL YPF and Vice President, GAS NATURAL SDG

· Maria das Graças Silva Foster, Director of Gas & Energy, PETROBRAS

· Faisal M. Al-Suwaidi, Chairman & CEO, QATARGAS OPERATING COMPANY LTD

· Alexey B. Miller, Deputy Chairman of the Board of Directors, Chairman of the Management Committee, GAZPROM

· Bernhard Reutersberg, CEO, E.ON RUHRGAS

· Norio Ichino, Chairman, THE JAPAN GAS ASSOCIATION

· George Kirkland, Executive Vice President, Global Upstream & Gas, CHEVRON CORPORATION

· Jean-François Cirelli, Vice Chairman & President, GDF SUEZ

· Christophe de Margerie, Chairman & CEO, TOTAL

· Tan Sri Hassan Marican, President & CEO, PETRONAS

· Tony Hayward, Group Chief Executive, BP

· Thomas E. Skains, Chairman, AMERICAN GAS ASSOCIATION

· Azizollah Ramezani, Deputy Minister & Managing Director, NATIONAL IRANIAN GAS COMPANY
· Marcel P. Kramer, Chairman of the Executive Board & CEO, GASUNIE

Energy Ministers Panel
The 24th World Gas Conference hosted an Energy Ministers Panel with the maximum energy authorities from the principal gas-producing and gas-consuming countries.  They included the following:
· ALGERIA – Chakib Khelil, Minister of Energy & Mines 

· ARGENTINA – Julio de Vido, Minister of Federal Planning, Public Investment & Services 

· BRAZIL – João José de Nora Souto, Deputy Secretary of Oil, Natural Gas and Renewable Fuels, Ministry of Mines and Energy

· JAPAN – Issei Hatakeyama, Director, Gas Division, Agency of Natural Resources & Energy, Ministry of Economy
· RUSSIA – Valery Yazev, Vice Chairman, State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation and President, Russian Gas Society
· TRINIDAD & TOBAGO – Conrad Enill, Minister of Energy & Energy Industries

· UNITED KINGDOM – Phil Hunt, Minister of State, Department of Energy & Climate Change
· EUROPEAN UNION – Jean-Arnold Vinois – Head of Unit, Energy Policy & Security & Climate Change, United Kingdom
· USA - Richard G. Newell, Director General / Administrator, Energy Information Agency (EIA), US Department of Energy
